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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, GR, CY 

SUBJECT: LOCAL REACTION TO TIMING OF MAKARIOS’ RETURN 
TO CYPRUS 

1. ELLINIKOS VORRAS" OF DECEMBER 4 CARRIES FRONT PAGE 
LEAD EDITORIAL BY CHIEF ED KYROU URGING THAT ARCHBISHOP 
MAKARIOS POSTPONE RETURN TO CYPRUS UNTIL AFTER DECEMBER 8 
REFERENDUM HERE. KYROU WRITES THAT VOTE ON MONARCHY MUST 
BE CONDUCTED IN PEACEFUL ATMOSPHERE WITHOUT "PSYCHOLOGICAL 
PRESSURE, DILEMMAS, OR EXTRANEOUS ISSUES". RETURN OF 
MAKARIOS TO CYPRUS, EDITORIAL CONTINUES, WILL "PROBABLY 
LEAD TO CRISIS" DIVERTING ATTENTION OF GREEKS FROM 
SUNDAY VOTE. CYPRUS ISSUE, KYROU NOTES, HAS ALWAYS 
BEEN "LEVER" TO INFLUENCE GREEK DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 
AND, UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES, IT IS IN ARCHBISHOP S HANDS 
WHETHER TO LEAVE GREEK VOTERS "UNDISTRACTED" OR NOT. BY 
POSTPONING RETURN THREE DAYS UNTIL DECEMBER 9. MAKARIOS 
WOULD BE "OFFERING SERVICE TO NATION WITHOUT HARMING 
SACRED CAUSE OF CYPRUS". KYROU CONCLUDES THAT "ANY 
OTHER MOVE WILL CREATE PROBLEMS AND SUSPICIONS WHICH WILL 
NOT CONTRIBUTE TO NATIONAL UNITY". 
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2. COMMENT: CONGEN BELIEVES KYROU EDITORIAL REFLECTS 
THINKING OF MANY NORTHERN GREEKS WHO VIEW PROPOSED 
TIMING OF MAKARIOS' RETURN AS DIRECTLY RELATED TO 
DECEMBER 8 REFERENDUM. LOCAL OBSERVERS INCREASINGLY 
CITE MAKARIOS' PREVIOUS PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR MONARCHY AND 
VOICE SUSPICION THAT HIS RETURN TO ISLAND DECEMBER 6 IS 
DELIBERATE PLOY TO INFLUENCE VOTE IN FAVOR OF KING. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, NEWLY ELECTED NEW DEMOCRACY DEPUTY 
FROM KATERINI DEMOPOULOS INFORMED CONGEN DECEMBER 3 
THAT, IN HIS VIEW, REFERENDUM COULD WELL BE POSTPONED 
IF MAKARIOS' RETURN LEADS TO UNREST ON ISLAND. HE 
SPECULATED THAT, AT VERY LEAST, 30-35 PERCENT VOTE FOR 
MONARCHY, WHICH HE ESTIMATES AT PRESENT TIME, WOULD 
BE INCREASED IN EVENT OF NEW DISTURBANCES IN CYPRUS. 
CONGEN ALSO AWARE THAT SENIOR CIVILIAN AND POLICE 
OFFICIALS HERE PRIVATELY EXPRESSING SIMILAR DOUBTS THAT 
REFERENDUM WILL TAKE PLACE IN LIGHT OF MAKARIOS’ 

RETURN. 
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